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businesses will be eliminated in the near future, we have no
right to prophesy, as some sociologists have done, the speedy
extinction of the small industrial unit. The tendency to large-
scale production is strong and will become stronger, but it is
doubtful if it will ever be strong enough to monopolize the
industrial field. The recent multiplication of small motor-
repair shops is an illustration of how forces making for large-
scale production in one direction (the motor industry) produce
as a kind of back-wash a movement towards small-scale produc-
tion in another (the repair branch).

2. Geographical Concentration.

The geographical concentration of modern industry is in
striking contrast to its wide diffusion during the Middle Ages.
The English cloth manufacture, for example, was at one time
carried on in innumerable small centres scattered up and down
the country. By the sixteenth century, though still remaining
diffused, it was tending to settle or 'localize3 itself, to use the
technical term, in three geographical areas, south-west England,
East Anglia, and south Yorkshire. By the middle of the nine-
teenth century it was almost entirely concentrated in the third
of these districts. A similar concentration took place in the case
of cotton. At the close of the eighteenth century, cotton was
manufactured in Lancashire, Derbyshire, Nottingham, Birming-
ham, and Glasgow. By 1850, all these districts save Lancashire
had either ceased to make cotton or had confined themselves
to special lines; e.g. Paisley spins cotton thread. Within both
Lancashire and Yorkshire a further concentration has taken
place in the different branches of the textile manufacture.

Preston and Blackburn weave, Bolton'and Manchester spin fine
yarns, Oldham and Ashton coarse yarns. And within these general
divisions there is a further specialization in types of goods. In the
West Riding by general contrast the division is based on the product,
i.e. one district performs all the processes of one product. Thus
Bradford, Halifax, and Huddersfield specialize in worsteds; Leeds and
other towns in woollens; the Dewsbury district in shoddy; and there
are further subdivisions as in the cotton industry.1

1 Fay, Great Britain Jram Adam Smith to the Present Day, p. 299,